
T R E A T I E S

ê" |^®s~| s« |~® g~|©¯kªki ¯|®sz ®rk 
hearts of its women are on the 
qª~¯|ië  åIndigenous Proverb



I M P O R TA N T  
C O L O N I A L  
T E R M I N O L O GY  
F O R  T H E  
C O U R S E

ÅRegulationÐ «~{k®s{k« ªkpkªªki ®~ ^« ê«¯f~ªis|^®k zkqs«z^®s~|ë 
it defines and enforces legislation

ÅLegislation: all of the laws, collectively

ÅAct: a body of law, a collection of provisions regarding one topic 

(example, Indian Act, Civil Rights Act, etc.)



P O P U L A T I O N  P R E- C O N T A C T

ÅAccording to DenevanÏ êPrk is«g~´kª· ~p "{kªsg^ µ^« p~zz~µki f· §~««sfz· ®rk qªk^®k«® ik{~qª^§rsg 
is«^«®kª s| ®rk rs«®~ª· ~p ®rk µ~ªziÎë Ýhttps://uwpress.wisc.edu/books/0289.htm)

ÅMany scholars estimate pre-contact population as high as 112 million in 1492 (Columbus) while other 
estimate closer to 8 million

ÅIt is thought that number was reduced to less then 6 million by 1650

ÅIndigenous people in Canada represent less than 3% of the total population today (my numbers rely 
on older Census data, due to the issues with self-identification in the modern Census- see Kinship 
class for more information)

https://uwpress.wisc.edu/books/0289.htm






P R E- C O N T A C T  
T R E A T I E S

ÅRemember that Indigenous people 
engaged in treaty-making through 
confederacies, alliances, and other 
agreements

ÅThe Haudenosaunee Confederacy and 
the Three Fires Confederacy are pre-
contact

ÅNONE of these included the idea of 
land ownership or the ability to buy or 
sell the earth



ÅMap of treaties we will cover 
(superficially) today

Å6~µ ê+^|^i^ë r^« gr^|qki pª~{ 
contact to 2016:

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0b
6lqgQrxbE(1 minute, 17 sec.) 
Evolution of Canada

Åhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RU
3cYwWWM2E(1 minute) Territorial 
Evolution

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0b6lqgQrxbE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0b6lqgQrxbE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0b6lqgQrxbE
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RU3cYwWWM2E


R E S O U R C E S  T O  D E E P E N  Y O U R  K N O W L E D G E  O N  
T R E A T I E S

ÅêPªsgy ~ª Pªk^®·ë 4sz{ f· "z^|s« Bf~{«^µs| Ý^f~¯® Pªk^®· ÇÞ https://www.nfb.ca/film/trick_or_treaty/

ÅList of National Film Board films on Land Claims and Rights: https://www.nfb.ca/subjects/indigenous-
peoples-in-canada-first-nations-and-metis/land-claims-and-rights/

ÅMore films on related topics: https://guides.library.queensu.ca/Aboriginal-and-Indigenous-law/films
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W H A T  A R E  T R E A T I E S ?

ÅConstitutionally recognized agreements between the Crown and Indigenous people

ÅThere are two different views on what treaties represent: the Indigenous perspective is that they were 
sacred agreements intended to symbolize relationships and share land. From a European perspective, 
they were a trade of goods or payments for ownership of the land

ÅDuring treaty negotiations, most of the conversation took place in Indigenous languages and was not 
recorded in the legal documents

ÅMost translators in the Numbered Treaties were Metis

ÅTreaty signing was generally accompanied by ceremony such as smoking a pipe, wampum belt 
exchange, and others

ÅTreaties how the nation of Canada annexed Indigenous territory into the current national territory



W H A T  I S  T H E  I N D I G E N O U S  P E R S P E C T I V E  O F  
T R E A T I E S ?

Åê4~ª ^| ¯|ikª«®^|is|q ~p ®rk ªkz^®s~|«rs§ fk®µkk| ®rk Pªk^®· Jk~§zk« ^|i ®rk +ª~µ| ~p 5ªk^® *ªs®^s| 
and later Canada, one must consider a number of factors beyond the treaty's written text. First, the 
written text expresses only the government of Canada's view of the treaty relationship: it does not 
embody the negotiated agreement. Even the written versions of treaties have been subject to 
considerable interpretation, and they may be scantily supported by reports or other information about 
®rk ®ªk^®· |kq~®s^®s~|«ë Sharon H. VenneÏ êQ|ikª«®^|is|q Pªk^®· ÄÐ "| 7|isqk|~¯« Jkª«§kg®s´kò s| ?Î 
Asch, ed.,Aboriginal and Treaty Rights in Canada(2002)

ÅWe have discussed how Indigenous people were of the land and in relationship to the land, which was 
fundamental to our legal systems

ÅIndigenous people simply wanted to continue with their ways of living and passed along pre-contact 
and treaty-making knowledge orally, meaning it is not recorded alongside colonial history









I N D I G E N O U S  P E R S P E C T I V E S  O N  T R E AT Y

ÅêWrk| 7|isqk|~¯« Jk~§zk« ®^zy ^f~¯® ®rk z^|i ^|i ®rk 
making of treaty, we are talking about our life and the life 
of future generations. Land is central to that process. We 
have a relationship with our Creation based on a legal 
system designed to protect and honour the land. These 
are the laws that guided Cree Peoples when the Chiefs 
negotiated and concluded Treaty Six in 1876.ë Sharon H. 
Venne, "Treaties Made in Good Faith" inNative and 
SettlersæNow and Then(2007)

Å To read more, visit 
http://digital.scaa.sk.ca/ourlegacy/exhibit_treaties

Å https://indigenousstudies.utoronto.ca/news/treaty-myths/

http://digital.scaa.sk.ca/ourlegacy/exhibit_treaties
https://indigenousstudies.utoronto.ca/news/treaty-myths/
https://indigenousstudies.utoronto.ca/news/treaty-myths/
https://indigenousstudies.utoronto.ca/news/treaty-myths/
https://indigenousstudies.utoronto.ca/news/treaty-myths/


W H O  S I G N E D  T R E A T I E S ?

ÅAll treaties were signed with the Crown after being articulated by King George III in the Royal 
Proclamation of 1763

ÅFirst Nations representatives, generally Chiefs, were signatories 

ÅPost-Confederation treaties (11 Numbered Treaties) were also signed by the Crown (1871-1921)

ÅThey are currently the responsibility of the Canadian Federal Government, through the Minister of 
Crown-Indigenous Relations 



W H A T  D O  T R E A T I E S  D O ?

ÅTreaties are agreements that outline rights and obligations for both sides

ÅSome treaty rights are benefits, the terms treaty rights and Aboriginal rights are interchangeable and 
are affirmed in Section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982 as well as the United Nations Declarations on 
the Rights of Indigenous People

ÅThere are historic treaties with First Nations as well as modern treaties (also called comprehensive 
land claim agreements) with other Indigenous groups

ÅThe Metis were party to many treaty agreements, in particular Treaty 6, but there is no Metis-specific 
treaty

ÅThe Inuit have treaty, but they are modern treaties, which means they were signed after 1975 and now 
fall under Inuit-Crown partnership, still under Indigenous-Crown Relations



T R E A T I E S  W I T H  
T H E  F R E N C H  A N D  
B R I T I S H  ( 1 6 7 6-

1 7 6 3 )

ÅThe Covenant Chain: (Wampum) an 
elaborate diplomatic relationship 
between the Dutch and multiple First 
Nations, beginning in the early part of 
the 17th century. Came to include the 
English as well as other Anglo-
American colonies around 
northeastern North America after 
1676.  This includes the New York 
agreements with the Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy 



C O V E N A N T  C H A I N

ÅEnded in June 1753 when the 
=^|sk|íykr_Ðy^announced they were 
removing themselves due to the 
colonial authorities taking advantage 
of them and unjustly stolen land, the 5 
other nations of the Haudenosaunee 
Confederacy soon followed. It was 
restored the following year with a 
condolence ceremony, which caused 
the Haudenosaunee to ally with the 
*ªs®s«r i¯ªs|q ®rk Nk´k| Yk^ª«í W^ª



C O V E N A N T  C H A I N  
T O  T R E A T Y

Å In 1760,  Seven Nations ( Lorette, Wolinak, Odanak, Kahnawake, 
Kanesetake, Akwesasne, and La Présentation) left their French 
alliances and entered the Covenant Chain. In 1764, they met 
with the British, which resulted in the Treaty of Niagara

Å The British and Haudenosaunee also signed the Treaty of Fort 
Stanwix in 1768, as a means to indicate boundaries of hunting 
grounds 

Å J.R. Miller notes that The Covenant Chain was a testament to the 
diplomatic skills of the Haudenosaunee

Å Once the American Revolution began, the British relationship 
became tenuous

Å In 2010, Queen Elizabeth gave silver hand bells to the Chiefs of 
the Haudenosaunee Nations as a commemoration of 300 years 
of the Covenant Chain



H I S T O R I C  T R E A T I E S  |  P R E- C O N F E D E R A T I O N  
T R E A T I E S

Å Treaties of Peace and Neutrality (1701-1760)

o Influenced by power struggles between the British and 
French and their requirement of Indigenous allies

o There was a complex system of European and Aboriginal 
allyships, once the Seven Years War began, the British 
was concerned with the number of Aboriginals that chose 
to remain neutral

o The British felt their position in North America was 
threatened, so they created the Indian Department in 
1755 and appointed Sir William Johnson as 
Superintendent of the Northern District

o Signed by the Seven Nations (Covenant Chain)



P E A C E  A N D  F R I E N D S H I P  T R E A T I E S  ( 1 7 2 5- 1 7 7 9 )

ÅAcadian Focus; present-day PEI, Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, and Maine with the Nations of Abenaki, 
J^««^{^©¯~ii·Ï ?^zkgs®kÏ ^|i ?síy{^©

Å"f~ªsqs|^z §k~§zk isi|í® «¯ªªk|ikª ªsqr®« ®~ z^|i ~ª 
resources

Å Two of the treaties have a trade-clause not found in others 
g^zzki ®rk êPª¯gy 6~¯«kë gz^¯«kÎ 7| ®rk ¿ÅÃÀ ^|i ¿ÅÄ¾-
61 Peace and Friendship Treaties, the British promised to 
gªk^®k ®ª^ik ê®ª¯gy r~¯«k«ë µ~¯zi «kª´k ®~ k|g~¯ª^qk ^ 
commercial relationship

ÅPrs« fkg^{k ^ p~g¯« ~p ®µ~ g~¯ª® g^«k« s| ®rk Æ¾í« ^|i 
Ç¾í« ªkq^ªis|q "f~ªsqs|^z ªsqr®« ®~ r¯|® ^|i ps«r s| ®rk 
region



P E G U I SS E L K I R K  T R E A T Y
ÅJuly 18, 1817 signed between 5 Chiefs (one being 

Chief Peguis) and Lord Selkirk in the Red River 
Valley of current Manitoba

Å4~ª{^zz· g^zzki ê+rskp« ^|i W^ªªs~ª« ~p ®rk 
Chippaewayor SautauxNation, and the Killistine or 
+ªkk @^®s~|ë

ÅSeries of legal records from the Red River 
Nk®®zk{k|®Ï g~zzkg®ki f· ®rk 6¯i«~|í« *^· 
Company

Å116,000 square miles in modern-day Manitoba 
µkªk qª^|®ki ®~ 6*+í« {^x~ª «®~gyr~zikªÏ Pr~{^« 
Douglas, the 5th Earl of Selkirk

ÅSelkirk was seeking land for displaced Scottish 
highlanders in 1811

ÅSelkirk negotiated with Indigenous leaders for land 
use of two-mile tracts along both sides of the Red 
River and Assiniboine River in exchange for 
payments and gifts



R O B I N S O N- S U P E R I O R  A N D  R O B I N S O N- H U R O N
T R E A T I E S  ( 1 8 5 0 )
ÅSouthern Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River 

ÅFocus was agricultural and mining resources

ÅMining companies applied for licenses from the colonial government to mine in the region regardless of lack of 
treaty surrendering the land

ÅIn 1847 the Anishnaabegpetitioned the Governor General requesting compensation for the lands they lost to 
mining, there were violent clashes, and they eventually scheduled a meeting for summer 1850

ÅM~fs|«~| Ýp¯ª ®ª^ikªÞ r^i ÅÏÃ¾¾ *J ®~ f¯· z^|i pª~{ ê®rk |~ª®r «r~ªk ~p >^yk 6¯ª~| ^|i {s|s|q «s®k« ^z~|q ®rk 
k^«®kª| «r~ªk ~p >^yk N¯§kªs~ªë

ÅPrkªk µkªk is«^qªkk{k|®«Ï f¯® k´k|®¯^zz· ®rk· zk^i ®~ ®rk ë«¯ªªk|ikªë ~p z^|i fk®µkk| ®rk «r~ªk ~p >^yk N¯§kªs~ª 
and Lake Huron, BatchawanaBay and Sault Ste. Marie, Penentanguishene. The Aboriginal people retained 
hunting and fishing rights and for land to be set aside in a reserve

ÅThis treaty differed from all preceding, as it covered huge tracks of land and multiple groups, as well as including 
lump sums given to individual members versus yearly sums

ÅIt also became the model for future treaties, as it maintained ongoing rights to hunting and fishing, as long as those 
z^|i« µkªk|í® ê®^yk| ¯§ë f· {s|s|q ~ª ªk«~¯ªgk ik´kz~§{k|®









D O U G L A S  T R E A T I E S  1 8 5 0- 5 4

Å1821, the HBC had an exclusive license to trade with Aboriginal groups in unsettled British North America, 
k¶®k|iki f· À¿ ·k^ª« s| ¿ÆÁÆÎ Prs« µ^« s| ^iis®s~| ®~ ^ {¯gr ~zikª gr^ª®kª ®~ ®ª^ik µs®rs| M¯§kª®í« >^|i

Å¿ÆÁÆÏ *ªs®^s| «§kgspski ®rk 6*+ ®ª^is|q ®kªªs®~ª· ®~ fk ^zz z^|i« µk«® ~p M¯§kª®í« >^|iÏ s|gz¯is|q ®rk 
Columbia Department (present-day British Columbia) as well as Washington, Oregon, and Idaho, which was 
intended to keep parts of the disputed American region under British control

ÅThis resulted in the 1846 Oregon Treaty, which required a crown colony on Vancouver Island (Victoria), 
Douglas was appointed governor in 1851 and he dedicated his focus to Indian policy

Å1850-54, Douglas negotiated 14 land purchases from Victoria, Rupert, and Nanaimo (Songhees, Klallam, 
Pí«~¯yk, Kwakiutl, Cowichan,  Saanich, Sarlequun, etc.)

ÅAll deeds were identical; relinquish claim to lands for payment in goods, continued occupation of reserve 
lands, the right to hunt and fish, with title of land vested in the Crown





U P P E R  C A N A D A  L A N D  S U R R E N D E R S  A N D  T H E  
W I L L I A M S  T R E A T I E S  ( 1 7 6 4- 1 8 6 2 / 1 9 3 2 )

ÅTreaty of Paris signed February 10, 1763 between the British and the French, in which France ceded 
its claims to colonies in North America, including Acadia, New France, Great Lakes, Ohio, and 
Mississippi Valley to Britain

Å7| ~ªikª ®~ êªk-«k®®zkë p~ª{kª 4ªk|gr ®kªªs®~ªsk«Ï ®rk N¯§kªs|®k|ik|® ~p 7|is^| "pp^sª« ikgsiki ®~ 
develop peaceful relations with the Aboriginal people, the Royal Proclamation of 1763 directed how 
colonies were to be administered, including the new provinces of Quebec and Florida

ÅMost importantly, it stipulated only the Crown could purchase Aboriginal lands

ÅThe first land cession was via the Indian Department and the Seneca, concerning 2 miles on either 
side of the Niagara River, this became part of the Niagara Conference. Three more occurred between 
1764-83 on very small parcels of land



Å The American War for Independence of 1783 hugely impacted the relationship between Aboriginal groups and Britain, as 
the loss of American colonies meant that 30,000 United Empire Loyalist refugees came to British colonies, when they 
demanded more land for settlement

Å This resulted in 15 land surrender treaties with the Anishnaabegalong the St. Lawrence River and lower Great Lakes 
between 1783 and 1812, called the Upper Canada peninsula

Å Before 1818, Aboriginals were compensated with one-®s{k §^·{k|®« s| {~|k· ~ª q~~i«Ï f¯® isi|í® ªk«kª´k z^|i p~ª 
Aboriginal occupation

Å After the War of 1812, a new influx of European immigrants came to Upper Canada, resulting in a higher demand for 
farming land

Å Treaties between 1815-60 cover all remaining lands of Upper Canada, from Lake Huron to Superior and Georgian Bay

Å"z~|q«sik ®rs«Ï 7|is^| "qk|®« fkq^| gr^|qs|q ®rksª ª~zk« pª~{ {szs®^ª· ^zzs^|gk« ®~ ëgs´szsº^®s~|ë ^|i k|g~¯ª^qs|q 
Aboriginals away from nomadic lifestyles to control the land they used

Å Post-1818, the treaty process involved yearly payments, as a means to control the Aboriginal population and force them to 
remain in one place

Å By the 1830s, there were few small areas of unsurrenderedland in Upper Canada. In 1836, Sir France Bond Head 
k«®^fzs«rki ?^|s®~¯zs| 7«z^|i ^« ^ ªk«kª´k p~ª êis«§~««k««ki 7|is^|«Îë ?~ªk «k®®zkª« q^s|ki s|®kªk«® s| N^¯qkk| s| ®rk 
Bruce Peninsula during the 1850-60s, resulting in the Saugeen Treaty of 1854 and 1862

ÅBy Confederation, nearly the entire land mass of the Province of Ontario was ceded by treaty





W I L L I A M S  T R E A T Y  1 9 2 3
ÅBy 1910, concerns were raised that the Land Surrenders between 1764-1862 were problematic

ÅThe Chippewa of Lake Simcoe and the Mississauga of the North Shore has complained that the treaties during the 
colonial period had faulty descriptions, incomplete documents, and failed payments. Also, a huge parcel of land in 
Muskoka to the Upper Ottawa River were never included in the treaty or land surrender

Å7 communities: Chippewa of Lake Simcoe (Beausoleil, Georgina Island, and Rama), Mississauga of the north shore of 
Lake Ontario (Alderville, Curve Lake, Hiawatha, and Scugog)

ÅIn 1916, an investigation found that the Lake Simcoe Chippewa had not signed the 1850 Robinson-Huron Treaty over 
southern lands

ÅIn 1921, federal government and Ontario developed a procedural agreement to address the issue and re-negotiate

ÅThe 1923 Williams Commission found that the Indian claims were not only valid, but far more extensive than the 1916 
investigation

ÅThe government moved quickly to ensure that the legitimate claims of the Chippewa were extinguished and 
developed the Williams Treaties, one between Georgian Bay and Ottawa River and the other for Lake Ontario and Lake 
Simcoe, another for Muskoka to the Ottawa River, and any other lands in the 1850 Robinson-Huron Treaty (causing 
issues with overlapping treaty lands) and marked the end of the treaty-process initiated in 1763

Å-KKWZLQVO \W ;V\IZQW XZMUQMZ 4W_IZL 2MZO][WV [XMISQVO WV \PM N]\]ZM WN \PM CQTTQIU[ @ZMI\QM[ M^MZa
tribe that could possibly have a claim on the 'white man's' government had been taken care of."



C O N F E D E R AT I O N :  J U LY  1 ,  1 8 6 7

ÅFederal union of British North American colonies: 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and the Province of 
Canada (parts of Ontario and Quebec) to create 
the Dominion of Canada

ÅBefore Confederation, Newfoundland, Prince 
Edward Island, and British Columbia, and the 
6¯i«~|í« *^· +~{§^|· M¯§kª®í« >^|iÏ ^|i @~ª®r-
Western Territory were considered British North 
America

ÅJuly 1, 1867 also was the passing of the British 
@~ª®r "{kªsg^ "g®Ï µrsgr s« +^|^i^í« +~|«®s®¯®s~|

ÅThe Dominion of Canada was 4 provinces; Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick, Ontario, and Quebec



N U M B E R E D  T R E A T I E S  
( P O S T- C O N F E D E R A T I O N )  1 8 7 1- 1 9 2 1

ÅEleven treaties were signed between First Nations and the Dominion of Canada

ÅJ~zs®sg^z §^ª®sk« µ^|®ki ®~ ^||k¶ M¯§kª®í« >^|i ^|i «~¯qr® ®~ ^g©¯sªk s® pª~{ ®rk 6*+

ÅThe US had been rapidly expanding and caused concern amongst many Canadians  that the US would 
^||k¶ M¯§kª®í« >^|i psª«® Ý®rk Jª^sªsk« fks|q sik^z p^ª{s|qÏ f~®r |^®s~|« «~¯qr® g~|®ª~zÞ

ÅPrk -~{s|s~| ~p +^|^i^ fkq^| |kq~®s^®s~|« µs®r *ªs®^s| ^|i ®rk 6*+ ®~ «kg¯ªk M¯§kª®í« >^|iÏ 
resulting in the charter of British control under the M¯§kª®í« >^|i "g® of 1868 and the Northwest 
Territories Transfer Actin 1870

ÅAfter Manitoba became a province in 1870 (thanks to Louis Riel), Macdonald sought power over the 
NWT and Manitoba, giving Dominion of Canada legal jurisdiction over all Territories

ÅM¯§kª®í« >^|i µ^« «®szz ®rk ê¯|ª¯zkië i~{^s| ~p "f~ªsqs|^z Jk~§zk



ÅThe Eleven Numbered Treaties cover the 
area between Lake of the Woods to the Rocky 
Mountains to the Beaufort Sea (NWT)

ÅThey promised reserve lands, annuities, and 
rights to hunt and fish on unoccupied Crown 
Land, all in exchange for Aboriginal title

ÅThe numbered treaties, however, held 
clauses similar to the enfranchisement and 
civilization programs in Central Canada. All 
treaties had clauses for schools or teachers 
to educate children, agricultural implements, 
settle on reserve lands, and to adjust to life 
without the buffalo hunt

ÅThese were huge land scales, Treaties 1-7 
allowed for the Department of Indian Affairs 
to implement assimilation policies, whereas 
7-11 opened the North for resource 
extraction





N U M B E R E D  T R E A T I E S  A N D  D A T E S

Treaty Number Date of Treaty

Treaty 1 1871

Treaty 2 1871

Treaty 3 1873

Treaty 4 1874

Treaty 5 1875

Treaty 6 1876

Treaty 7 1877

Treaty 8 1899

Treaty 9 1905

Treaty 10 1906

Treaty 11 1921

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/treaties-1-and-2/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/treaties-1-and-2/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/treaty-3/
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/treaty-4/
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T R E A T Y  1

Å Lower Fort Garry, 1871, with the Ojibwe, Swampy 
Cree, and others in Southern Manitoba

Å Communities include; Winnipeg, Portage la Prairie, 
Selkirk, Steinbach, Emerson, Winkler, and First 
Nations include; Brokenhead, Long Plain, Peguis, 
Roseau River, Sagkeeng, Sandy Bay, and Swan Lake

Å Chief Ay-ee-ta-pe-pe-tung wanted to walk away from 
®rk |kq~®s^®s~|«Ï fkg^¯«k rk pkz® rs« §k~§zkí« 
g~|gkª|« µkªk|í® fks|q ®^yk| «kªs~¯«z· ^« ®rk· «®~~i 
to lose more than they gained

Å Most chiefs signed the treaties because they had no 
other options

Å Many treaties contain huge errors in translation, as 
{^|· µ~ªi« i~|í® ®ª^|«z^®kÏ «¯gr ^« êgkikÏ ·skziÏ 
ªkzk^«k z^|iÏ «¯ªªk|ikª z^|ië k®gÎ



T R E A T Y  2

ÅManitoba House on August 21, 1871

ÅCommunities include; Ashern, 
Brandon, Dauphin, Minnedosa, and 
Roblin

ÅFirst Nations; Dauphin River, Ebb & 
Flow, Keeseekoowenin, Lake St. Martin, 
Lake Manitoba, Little Saskatchewan, 
O-Chi-Chak-Ko-Sipi, and Skownan





T R E A T Y  3

ÅNorthwest Angle of Lake of the Woods on 
October 3, 1873

ÅMost of Northwest Ontario but also Manitoba 
First Nation community of Buffalo Point

ÅOther Manitoba First Nations include; Falcon 
Lake, Middlebro, and Point du Bois

Å?k®s« "irk«s~| ¿ÆÅÃÐ êHalfbreed Adhesion to 
Pªk^®· ÚÁë µrsgr «®^®ki ®r^® ®rk halfbreeds in 
Rainy River and Rainy Lake had to become 
Indians to benefit from this treaty

Å https://www.metisnation.org/news/understandi
ng-the-halfbreed-adhesion-to-treaty-3/



T R E A T Y  4

Å4~ª® L¯í"§§kzzkÏ N^«y^®grkµ^| ~| 
September 15 and 21, 1874

ÅMajority is Saskatchewan, but an area 
of western Manitoba is also part of the 
treaty

ÅManitoba communities; Birch River, 
Mafeking, and Swan River

ÅFirst Nations; Gambler, Pine Creek, 
Rolling River, Sapotaweyak, 
Tootinaowaziibeeng, Waywayseecappo, 
and Wuskwi Sipi



T R E A T Y  5 :  
S A S K A T C H E W A N ,  N W  
T E R R I T O R Y  &  G R A N D  
R A P I D S  R E S E R V E

Å Berens River September 20, 1875 and Norway House 
September 24, 1875

Å Adhesions were made June 1908 at Spirit Lake and O-
Pipon-Na-Piwin in 2006

Å Manitoba; Bissett, Cranberry Portage, Flin Flon, The Pas, 
Thompson, Churchill, Gillam, Leaf Rapids, and Lynn Lake

Å First Nations; Berens River, Black River, Bloodvein, 
Chemawawin, Cross Lake, Fisher River, Hollow Water, 
Kinonjeoshtegon, Little Grand Rapids, Misipawistik, 
Mosakahiken, Norway House, Opaskwayak, Pauingassi, 
Poplar River, BunibonibeeÏ 4~¶ >^ykÏ 5^ªik| 6szzÏ 5~ií« 
Lake, Granville Lake, Manto Sipi, Nisichawayasihk, O-Pip-
On-Na-Piwin, Red Sucker Lake, Sayisi Dene, Shamattawa, 
St. Theresa Point, Tataskweyak, Wasagamack, War Lake 
and York Factory



T R E A T Y  6

Å Chief Mstahi-mskwa Big Bear (Cree) disagreed 
with Treaty 6 and refused to sign it, thereby 
moving freely across the prairies for another 7 
years until forced through starvation (due to 
overhunting of buffalo) and signed an adhesion to 
Treaty 6 in 1883 settled on reserve. Big Bear was 
one of the last major non-treaty Indians in the 
prairies

Å August 23 & 28, 1876 at Fort Carlton and 
September 19, 1876, at Fort Pitt, Saskatchewan

Å Covers Saskatchewan and Alberta

Å First Nations; Beaver Lake Cree Nation, Enoch 
Cree Nation, and Alexis First Nation in Alberta, 
along with Lac La Ronge First Nation, Big River 
First Nation, and Moosomin First Nation in 
Saskatchewan



O V E R H U N T I N G  
B I S O N

H T T P S : / /W W W . S M I T H S O N I A N M
A G . C O M/ H I S T O R Y / W H E R E- T H E -

B U F F A L O- N O - L O N G E R-
R O A M E D- 3 0 6 7 9 0 4 /



T R E A T Y  7  S I G N I N G  S I T E ,  
W H E A T L A N D  C O U N T Y ,  
A L B E R T A

ÅSept. 22, 1877, between the Crown 
and Blackfoot First Nations bands at 
Blackfoot Crossing on the Bow River

ÅSouthern Alberta

ÅFirst Nations; Blood Tribe, Siksika 
@^®s~|Ï ^|i P«¯¯®ís|^ @^®s~|



T R E A T Y  8  
C O M M I S S I O N  A T  
P E L I C A N  P O R T A G E  
1 8 9 9

ÅJune 21, 1899, between the Crown and 
First Nations in the Lesser Slave Lake 
area

ÅNorthern Saskatchewan, majority of 
northern Alberta, and parts of 
northeast British Columbia

ÅCovers Fort McMurray and Peace River 
Landing



T R E A T Y  9 :  J A M E S  
B A Y  T R E A T Y  1 9 0 5

ÅNovember 6, 1905, with additional 
groups signing 1906, 1929, and 1930

ÅCovers northern Ontario, including 
near James Bay



T R E A T Y  1 0

Å1906 and 1907

ÅCovers northern Saskatchewan and a 
small part of eastern Alberta

ÅFirst Nations; Barren Lands, 
Northlands, Birch Narrows, Buffalo 
River



T R E A T Y  1 1

Å¿ÇÀ¿ãÀÀ

Å+~´kª« ^zz g~{{¯|s®sk« s| ®rk 
@~ª®rµk«® Pkªªs®~ªsk« s|gz¯is|q ®rk 
-k|kÏ PƱƤɫgrỒÏ ̂|i 5µsgrís|

Å+~´kª« ^| ^ªk^ ®µsgk ®rk «sºk ~p 
5kª{^|·





M O D E R N  T R E A T I E S  |  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  L A N D  
C L A I M S

ÅModern treaties are nation-to-nation 
agreements between Indigenous 
people and Canada, the Crown, or a 
territory

Å The first modern treaty was in 1975 
and the latest was 2016

Å There have been 26 modern treaties 
signed covering 40 % of Canada

ÅModern treaties address such 
matters as:

ÅOwnership and use of land, water 
and natural resources, including the 
subsurface

ÅManagement of land, water, and 
natural resources, including fish and 
wildlife

ÅHarvesting of fish and wildlife

ÅEnvironmental protection and 
assessment

ÅEconomic development

ÅEmployment

ÅGovernment contracting

ÅCapital transfers

ÅRoyalties from resource development

Å Impact benefit agreements

ÅParks and conservation areas

ÅSocial and cultural enhancement

Å The continuing application of 
ordinary Indigenous and other 
general programming and funds

ÅSelf-government and public 
government arrangements



L I S T  O F  M O D E R N  
T R E A T I E S

H T T P S : / /L A N D C L A I M S C O A L I T I O
N . C A/ M O D E R N- T R E A T Y /



Åhttps://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/eng/1573225148041/1573225175098



N U N A V U T
Åhttps://nlca.tunngavik.com/

ÅWe will discuss Nunavut more in the class on Inuit

https://nlca.tunngavik.com/
https://nlca.tunngavik.com/


A L G O N Q U I N S  
O F  O N T A R I O 
L A N D  C L A I M

Å In negotiation with Canada and Ontario as well as the Algonquin of 
Ontario

Å Algonquins of Ontario submitted a comprehensive land claim on 
unresolved Aboriginal right and title

Å Algonquins of Ontario had to do so, as they had never signed treaty with 
the Crown

Å 36,000 square kilometers

Å 10 Ottawa River watershed communities; Algonquins of Pikwakanagan 
(recognized by Algonquin Nation), Antoine, Bancroft, Bonnechere, 
Greater Golden Lake, Mattawa/North Bay, Ottawa, Shabot Obaadjiwan, 
Snimikobi, and Whitney area

Å Signed non-binding agreement in October 2016 of Agreement-in-
Principle

Å Final Agreement negotiations will begin

Å Could mean a transfer of 117,500 acres of provincial Crown land to 
Algonquin ownership

Å $300 million capital settlement

Å Define rights of Algonquins of Ontario within Eastern Ontario



J A M E S  B A Y  
N O R T H E R N  
Q U E B E C  
A G R E E M E N T  

Å Signed 1975 by Cree and Inuit representatives 
with Quebec and Canada (Hydro-Quebec)

Å The JBNQA and NEQA (Northeastern Quebec 
Agreement) were the first comprehensive land 
claim agreements in modern times between 
Quebec, Canada, and Indigenous people

Å More than 1 million square kilometers 

Å Cree, Inuit, and Naskapi are now beneficiaries to 
range of services

Å 2008-2010 federal allocation of $831,206,400

Å We can discuss more about this agreement in 
the class on Inuit



M O R E  O N  M O D E R N  T R E A T I E S  &  L A N D  C L A I M S  I N  A N O T H E R  
C L A S S …



Q U E S T I O N S :

1. Has your opinion on the creation of Canada changed after learning about the treaty-making process?

2. Do you think the treaty-making process was fair?

3. When you hear about FNs receiving benefits, how has your opinion changed about their rights to them 
after learning today?

4. Do you think the federal government has a responsibility to re-visit and re-negotiate treaties?

ÃÎ W~¯zi ·~¯ fk µszzs|q ®~ qs´k ¯§ êszz-q~®®k| ªsqr®«ë ^« +^|^is^|« ®~ «kk ®r^® §ª~§kª ªk§^ª^®s~|«Ûz^|i 
back to Indigenous people is done?
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