
Demystifying Artificial Intelligence and Big Data: How Technology is Shaping Our World  

Reading Lists 

Dr. Steve Engels 

Lecture 8: Large Language Models 

The Hinton Lectures are available online! 

https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL9chX1Hvkfb0FYXR-qJ8zndSr38qMv2q4&si=Arc3F8f3sx4TXJD9 

Readings referred to in this today’s lecture: 

• “A Message to our Customers”, Apple.com, https://www.apple.com/customer-letter/  

• “FBI Director Suggests Bill for iPhone Hacking was 1.3 Million”, New York 

Times, https://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/22/us/politics/fbi-director-suggests-bill-for-iphone-

hacking-was-1-3-million.html 

• Richard Ledgett: The NSA responds to Edward Snowden's TED Talk (Transcript) – the Singju 

Post, https://singjupost.com/richard-ledgett-the-nsa-responds-to-edward-snowdens-ted-talk-

transcript/?singlepage=1 

• “Robot Gamblers are Making People Poor”, The Bulwark, https://www.thebulwark.com/p/robot-

gamblers-are-making-people  

• “Ban warnings fly as users dare to probe the “thoughts” of OpenAI’s latest model”, Ars 

Technica, https://arstechnica.com/information-technology/2024/09/openai-threatens-bans-for-

probing-new-ai-models-reasoning-process/  

• “Disney Sued for Bringing Actor Back From the Dead for "Star Wars" Movie.” The 

Byte, https://futurism.com/the-byte/disney-sued-rogue-one-resurrection  

• “Capitol showcases gun AI detection cameras”, https://www-wlns-

com.cdn.ampproject.org/v/s/www.wlns.com/news/capitol-showcases-gun-ai-detection-

cameras/  

• “No one’s ready for this”, The Verge, https://www.theverge.com/2024/8/22/24225972/ai-photo-

era-what-is-reality-google-pixel-9  

• “Generative AI backlash hits annual writing event, prompting resignations”. Ars 

Technica, https://arstechnica.com/information-technology/2024/09/generative-ai-backlash-hits-

annual-writing-event-prompting-resignations/  

• “Exclusive: Marc Benioff has declared a ‘hard pivot’ to autonomous AI agents. Will it be enough 

for Salesforce to thrive in the generative AI era?” 

Fortune, https://fortune.com/2024/09/05/salesforce-ceo-marc-benioff-ai-agents-agentforce-

dreamforce-gen-ai-era/  
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• “This Week in AI: AI is rapidly being commoditized”, 

TechCrunch,  https://techcrunch.com/2024/08/28/this-week-in-ai-ai-is-rapidly-being-

commoditized/  

• “Charted: Big Tech Uses More Electricity Than Entire Countries”, Visual 

Capitalist, https://www.visualcapitalist.com/charted-big-tech-uses-more-electricity-than-entire-

countries/  
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Lecture 6: Artificial Creativity 

 

• A Complete Guide to AI Music Generators. 

AudioCipher.com, https://www.audiocipher.com/post/ai-music-app  

• I put 7 leading AI image generators to the test with the same prompt — here’s the winner. Tom’s 

Guide, https://www.tomsguide.com/ai/ai-image-video/i-put-7-leading-ai-image-models-to-the-

test-with-the-same-prompt-heres-the-winner  

• This new AI creates 3D worlds from simple sketches, making game development accessible to all. 

Creative Bloq, https://www.creativebloq.com/ai/ai-is-revolutionising-3d-modelling-and-its-not-

going-away  

• Canadian Generative AI Animation Start-Up Viggle AI Raises $19 Million. Cartoon 

Brew, https://www.cartoonbrew.com/business/generative-ai-animation-start-up-viggle-ai-raises-

19-million-242744.html  

• FBI busts musician’s elaborate AI-powered $10M streaming-royalty heist. Ars 

Technica, https://arstechnica.com/information-technology/2024/09/fbi-busts-musicians-

elaborate-ai-powered-10m-streaming-royalty-heist/  
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